
Jack Feagins 
Thomas Jackson Feagins 

Biography 

Jack was born July 18, 1909 in Ennis, Ellis County, Texas. 
His young life went well until November of 1912, when he was 3 
years old and his mother, Jennie Mayranda Lemmon Feagins, died 
while giving birth to his sister, Jennie V. 

Jack’s father, Samuel Tilden 
Feagins, eventually remarried, to 
Retta Moore, sometime before 1918, 
and the family moved to Dallas. Sam 
worked as an accountant, for the 
Maxwell Automobile Company and 
also Mosher Steel Company 

Retta was a stern 
disciplinarian, and Jack did not 
get along with her. She did see to 
it that he attended her Christian 
Science church, and he did learn 
to understand and appreciate 
religion from her. 

His mother had 
unknowingly been suffering 
from acute appendicitis. 
Her appendix burst during 
her labor, and she died 
shortly after giving birth. 
Years later, Jack said that 
he had tried hard to go in 
and see his mother while 
she lay dying, but that his 
family would not allow him 
in her room at such a time.  
Fortunately, Jenny V was 
born healthy and lived for 
many more years.  

Jennie hand 
crocheted the frame 
around the picture of her 
baby boy on the left. 

 

This picture is three 
year old Jack and Elah 
Lemmon, his grandmother. 
Elah opened her house up 
to roomers after her 
husband died, and jack’s 
parents lived with her 
there. 

 



 Around 1925, they were struck by a house fire. Jack and Jenny V found themselves trapped in the second 
floor of their house. After trying unsuccessfully to get Jenny V to jump, in desperation, Jack pushed her out of a 
second floor window, then jumped after her. Neither was injured. 
 

By the time of the 1930 census, Jack, Sam, and Jenny V were each living in separate parts of the 
Heights area, in Houston, and Jennie V had married Travis Barto Kennedy. Retta was no longer living with Sam. 
Years later, Sam said that Jack had run off more than one good wife.  Sam had three more wives after his first 
wife died, Retta, Clara, and Emma. 

Jack attended Heights High School (Class of 1927) in Houston where he played football, his team 
winning the City Championship in that year. He was one of the “Golddust Twins” on that team, the other being E. 
A. “Squatty” Lyons who served for many years as the County Commissioner for Harris County. They both 
remembered that time as a high point in their lives. Jack later attended Texas A&M College (Class of 1931), 
studying structural engineering until the economy crashed and the Great Depression started.  He found work in 
Houston and supported himself while learning about the business world. 

1936 was a big year. On Valentine’s Day, 
1936, Jack married Lillian Johnson, whom he had 
met on a passenger train on which they were both 
travelling from Houston to College Station, Texas 
(for him) and Temple, Texas (for her). Her father 
was the conductor for the railroad, and she had a 
generous free travel pass, and she was going to 
visit her mother’s family. They took up residence 
at 1536 Hawthorne, apt 1, Houston, Texas. They 
learned that they were expecting their first child in 
1936, and she was born on January 2, 1937. 

Their children were Betty Jean (1937), 
Thomas Jackson Jr. (1938), Patrick Johnson 
(1942), and Margaret Ann (1945). 

 

Jack received his professional engineer’s license 
(Number 914) from the State of Texas on February 26, 
1936. Also in 1936, Jack and an investor bought B.A. 
Riesner & sons Co., where he had been employed. It was a 
structural steel fabricating business that had been founded 
in 1875. The company became profitable and Jack 
remained president and operated it until it closed in 1963. 
 





“I don’t care anything about being rich; I just want to live like a rich man”.  Jack 
said it many times and pretty much lived that way. Jack and Lillian soon moved to the new 
area of town called West University. It was an up-and-coming area. Later they owned homes in 
Morgan’s Point, River Oaks, and Tanglewood, some the nicest areas of Houston 

Jack and Lillian belonged to the Houston Yacht club, and then were some of the founding 
members of  Lakewood Yacht Club. They were both members of the Houston Power squadron and 
enjoyed many hours on Clear Lake and Galveston bay. 

The Toot was purchased in Rockport when Tommy Feagins, 
David Carothers, Durell, and Jack began to chug along 
towards LaPorte and the Houston Yacht Club. It had a 
gasoline inboard engine coupled with a center mounted direct 
drive and three sails. The engine caught fire halfway across 
Matagorda Bay, and Jack put the fire out with a life preserver. 
It was a 4 cylinder engine and the boat was slow under power 
from the small engine –probably why it overheated and 
caught fire in rough seas.  All of the above was a great 
adventure to a secen yer old kid – Tommy Feagins 

The Feagins family were early members of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church and 
founding members of Westminster Methodist Church. 





 
In his later years, Jack 

branched out into general 
construction, specializing in small 
office buildings, auto dealerships and 
shopping centers. Among buildings 
he engineered and built were.... 
DeMontrond Buick, Avalon Shopping 
center- still standing, Delhomme 
Boatworld, and Highams Cadillac. 

Shortly after appearing in the 
above ad for Buick, Jack was 
awarded the contract to design and 
build the Buick Zone office in 
Houston. 

 
 

 



Jack was an accomplished 
amateur photographer and won a 

photo contest with this picture of his 
adorable daughter Margaret. 

Jack and Lillian were divorced in 1962, and he later, in 1964, married Erma Marie Faw. 
They shared their time in semi-retirement and tinkering around with his boats and RV until he 
had his first stroke in 1970. He had another in 1976. Erma stood by him as his health declined 
over the following years. He died from a third, massive, stroke on September 13, 1982.  

He is buried in Memorial Oaks Cemetery, Houston. 
 

 


